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ONE OF THE GREATEST RARITIES 
FOR THE ITALIAN STATES 

SOLD AT AN AUCTION 
 
 
 
Mr Paolo Vaccari bought, for one of his clients, an item which is really rare within the Italian States and 
one of the most important and classical varieties worldwide. 
 
Found in 1907 and never offered before, at the auction in Lugano last 22 October it was sold for 649,000 
Swiss francs, about 419,000 euro, one of the highest returns at a public auction for the Italian States 
items. 
 
It is a piece of wrapper for printed matter bearing two copies of the 1/2 tornese postage stamp of Naples 
Provinces used in 1862. By mistake, it was printed in black instead of green. 
Only four copies with this error of colour are known: one loose stamp, that is not on document, of 19 
January 1862; one copy on piece of document of 18 December 1861 on its own; the present two copies on 
piece of document of 30 March 1862. All of them were used in Roccagloriosa (Salerno - Italy). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Paolo Vaccari and Guido Craveri 
with the rarity of the Italian States 

 
 






