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“VISITS OF HOPE”
the post collects the baton of John Paul II

3 edizioni - 3 editions - 3 Ausgaben
ITALIANO - ENGLISH - DEUTSCH

THURSDAY, THE 18TH OF MAY, JOHN
PAUL II WOULD HAVE BEEN 86.
And it is from 18th May that the volume
“John Paul II - Visits of Hope - World
stamps witness the travels of Pope
Wojtyla” will be available.

“We wanted to pay homage to him”, the editor of
Vaccari srl, Valeria Vaccari says, “with a volume
thought for philatelists but above all for those who
wish to remember the great Pope. The emotion and
the involvement for his death made me think about a
book which could, through the postal system, follow
his life and travels. It took more than one year of hard
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AND MORE
THE MAIN CHARACTERS: THE JOURNEYS
This work considers the 104 journeys that the Vicar of Christ undertook
outside Italy throughout his Papacy, following the criteria put in place by
the Holy See.
A chapter is dedicated to each journey in chronological order, presenting
details of the postal issues distributed for the occasion, and ideally
retracing the itinerary followed by the Pontiff. Both the issues produced by
the countries that hosted the Pope over time and, at the end of each chapter,
those issued by the Vatican in connection with the same itinerary are
reproduced and described.
For the countries that received him, the research has involved the periods
immediately before and after the visit up to approximately one year after the
event: in fact, various realities, rather than announcing the experience,
prefer to comment on it afterwards. In some cases, therefore, both focuses
are highlighted.
The Vatican, on the other hand, has always upheld its own tradition: it waits
a certain length of time - usually one or two years - and then it issues a
commemorative series, generally dedicating a stamp to each itinerary. For
example, the five projects completed in 1999 (Mexico and the United States
together, Romania, Poland, Slovenia, India and Georgia) are celebrated with
the same number of copies, which came out on the 1st September 2000.
Sometimes more general subjects are added, as happened on the 3rd

December 1981: alongside the places visited the previous year we have the
papal coat of arms (50 lire) or His Holiness giving a blessing (900 lire).
To define the historical moment and provide further details in order to take
both the journey and the circumstances in which it took place into
consideration, a brief account of the visit is also given through the writings
of journalists at the time or, subsequently, of the experts.

NOT JUST A PASTORAL VIEWPOINT
The creation of this collection aims to go further. Various visits were
distinguished by one or more prominent themes, commemorated by special
stamps issued around the time of the Pontiff’s visit.
These include historical anniversaries, events, religious ceremonies that are
worth noting: they are not strictly linked with the Pope’s visit - although the
Pope himself is involved - but they can help us fully understand its context.
His first stay in Argentina, from the 10th to the 13th June 1982, had one main
motivation: to attempt mediation between Buenos Aires and London,
divided by the bloody Falkland-Malvinas conflict. Of course, the South-
American country highlights the presence of the Bishop of Rome on the 12th

June, but the issues also help us understand the climate at the time, such
as those from the 22nd April where the islands are shown as being
Argentinean.
Another example: from the 6th to the 16th October 1989 the Pilgrim visited,
in order, South Korea, Indonesia and Mauritius. Seoul did not issue any
special stamps, but on the 4th October an 80 Won commemorates the 44th

International Eucharistic Congress, organised in the Asian capital and
attended by the Pontiff.

REFERENCES FOR COLLECTORS
This book considers all of the official stamps and souvenir sheets issued by
a certain reality.
In order to facilitate research for collectors, with their kind permission, the
corresponding numbering in the (in alphabetical order) Michel, Scott,
Unificato and Yvert & Tellier catalogues has been included for each stamp
presented.
Note that there are no valuations of the items described and/or reproduced
in the book. You can refer to the aforementioned catalogues for this.

THE AUTHOR
Fabio Bonacina, a journalist, mainly works in public communication, but he also writes about stamps and the post.
The newspapers and magazines that have published his articles include “Cronaca filatelica”, “Esperienza”, “Giornale
di Brescia”, and “Italia oggi”. 
He also coordinates the philately and postal information website “Vaccari news” (www.vaccarinews.it).
For this publisher he has written the books “Propaganda con i denti - Il francobollo come mezzo di comunicazione
nelle relazioni internazionali, il secondo dopoguerra” and “La salma nascosta - Mussolini a Cerro Maggiore dopo
piazzale Loreto (1946-1957)”.
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work and I hope the book will be appreciated. Many thanks to those who have cooperated and helped us in realising a project which is quite
different from our usual kind of publications”.

The Vatican has always dedicated commemorative issues to the Pope’s travels abroad. Frequently, even the Countries which hosted him celebrated
the event. These stamps and souvenir sheets offer a peculiar observation perspective for the 104 travels completed by the Pope outside Italy.
Images are often really beautiful and colourful; it is certainly an uncommon iconographic approach.

This study also includes the issues that do not directly concern the stay, but which refer to events or celebrations that the Pontiff recalled or
participated in during his stay.
There is a chapter for each journey with also the description of the visit given through the writings of journalists at the time or, subsequently, of the
experts.
47 opening pages illustrate the key moments in the life of Pope Wojtyla through the many stamps that were dedicated to him; for example for the
Holy Year, the 25th year of Papacy, stamps for his birthdays and for his death, the vacant Papal See, and much more.
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